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Elkanah House 
– a very special place
The long flight to London – made
stress-free and comfortable by Virgin
Atlantic Airlines – was the perfect
opportunity to learn more about the
school where Karen Stadler has taught
for almost 10 years. I was particularly
curious to know why she calls it “a very
special place”.

“Elkanah House – meaning ‘God’s
creation’ – situated in Blouberg, Cape
Town, is a co-educational ISASA school
in a carefully planned learning environ-
ment,” explains this warm and bubbly
teacher. “We encourage our pupils to
make the most of their talents, creativity
and skills, and we work hard to develop
and grow their confidence and self-
esteem. The school comprises four cam-

puses; two preparatory, a senior primary
and a high school campus, and offers
quality education from Pre-Primary to
Grade 12.”  

While every subject teacher could
benefit from a visit to BETT, Stadler’s
job title meant she was set to derive par-
ticular value from the experience. It also
says a lot for the strategic planners at
Elkanah House that they created these

London for six days? The biggest “technology in education” trade show in the

world? Independent Education decided that the only way to tackle this

adventure was to “seize the day”. This is also the motto for Elkanah House,

where Karen Stadler is an Information Technology (IT) Integration Co-ordinator.

Fiona de Villiers thoroughly enjoyed experiencing BETT – the annual British

Education and Training Technology exhibition – through Stadler’s eyes.

By Fiona de Villiers

“Visit BETT” winner 

BETT 2010 through the eyes of this year’s 
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posts in the first place. “I assist the
teachers in the planning and application
of technologies across the curriculum
from Grades 1 to 12, so that it is not
merely an add-on, but an integral part of
the curriculum. This alternative
approach is geared at preparing our stu-
dents for a technology-driven world in
the 21st century, and makes for exciting
and innovative learning. One would not
see a dedicated Information and
Communication Technologies (ICT)
lesson going on in our laboratories, but
you might see a Social Science or an
English language lesson taking place via
computer.”

Her passion won her the 
trip to BETT!
Stadler’s enthusiasm for her job must
have been palpable to UK Trade and
Investment, joint sponsors with
Independent Education of an annual
competition that sees a winning teacher
being flown to London to attend the
expo. “I had to write an article on how
technology impacts teaching and learn-
ing in our school,” remembers Stadler.
“When I received notification that I had
won, I jumped for joy and shed a few
tears of excitement!”

Stadler’s excitement could not be
dampened by gloomy pre-flight warn-
ings of sub-zero temperatures and banks
of snow. She knew the only way to pre-
pare for this adventure was to jump
straight in. “From the moment I was
informed of my win, there was a con-
stant stream of information sent my way
by Gail Parry of UK Trade &
Investment, which explained what steps
I needed to take in order to prepare for
my trip. Once I had registered for
BETT, and had started following it on
Twitter, I was sent regular e-mails to
bring me up to date with the latest
preparations. I also went onto the
BETT website and learnt a great deal.
Through Independent Education, I was
also able to make contact with the 2008
winner, Jackie Welch. She was extremely
helpful and I based much of my
approach to BETT on her recommen-
dations, including what to wear!” 

Straight into a school
Wardrobe planning had indeed occupied
much of our thoughts before the trip.
Armed to the teeth with thermal under-
wear, scarves, woolly hats and gloves, we

touched down at Heathrow, and wound
our way in a taxi through a dark early-
morning London asleep under a blanket
of snow.

When we delivered Stadler to the
Kensington Hotel, she was immediately
whisked away by her UK Trade and
Investment hosts. Reporting back later,
she enthused, “The school tour was a
true highlight. We visited Westminster
Academy at the Naim Dangoor Centre
in Westminster.

“It’s a business and enterprise school
catering for 11- to 19-year-olds, what is
known in the UK as Key Stage 3 to 6th
Form. This school is in a low-income
area of Westminster and 98% of the
pupils who attend the school are of

Middle Eastern origin, with English
their second language. It is a new school
in a pristine, award-winning building,
constructed in a huge rectangle with the
classrooms all facing an internal atrium
and all with floor to ceiling windows.
The purpose of this architectural feature
is to allow teachers a clear view into each
classroom from the landings or passages,
and is part of an anti-bullying initiative.
A wealthy Iraqi family donated £2 mil-
lion (about R26m) to build the school,
and members of the family still serve on
the school board, although the manage-
ment of the school is funded by the
British government. 

“We were shown state-of-the-art
music rooms with cutting-edge technol-

Stadler at BETT 2010 with the team from Homework Diary

Elkanah House, where Stadler is an IT Integration Coordinator
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ogy; we visited the impressive canteen
which serves three-course meals daily,
and we were taken to the sports acade-
my which includes gym facilities and a
dance hall. We also sat in on a Maths
lesson. It was immediately clear that
technology is totally integrated into the
daily running of this school. I have never
seen so many computers in a school in
my life, most of them Apple iMacs.
Interactive whiteboards or tablets were
also to be found in most of the class-
rooms.”

Networking with new friends
from around the world
Stadler was able to share her experience
with several other educationalists being
hosted by UK Trade and Investment. “I
met people from Canada, Brazil, Saudi
Arabia, Morocco, Egypt, Slovenia,
China, Malaysia, Spain, Colombia and
more,” she recounted. “It was a wonder-
ful privilege for me. I was the only
teacher there – most of the delegates
worked for the education departments
of their respective countries, or for pri-
vate companies – but many of them
had teaching backgrounds. There were

also some principals and even the
owner of a school amongst the dele-
gates. I learnt that a teacher is a teacher
– regardless of where you are in the
world. We all face, to a degree, the
same trials and tribulations, failures and
successes. I was made aware of how
advanced some countries are when it
comes to technology and the resources
available to their teachers. On the other
hand, I met a wonderful young woman
from Brazil and in listening to her, I
realised that her country faces many of
the same issues as we do in education
as a whole in South Africa.”

Sizeable show requires a strategy
Back to BETT. Stadler captured the
sheer volume of the experience accurate-
ly, gasping “Wow! At first I felt like a
deer caught in the headlights of an
oncoming car! The sheer size of the
space, the number of stand holders and
volume of visitors were all a little over-
whelming at first, but once I had sat
down and looked at the map to get my
bearings, I decided to use the first day to
get a general overview and walk up and
down the rows and rows of stands, and
just take it all in. This didn’t really work
too well, because I kept being held up at
stands when I saw something interest-
ing, so I don’t think I even made it
around the whole Grand Hall on that

first day! At the end of the day I was
exhausted – I am sure I had walked
miles and was suffering from informa-
tion overload! I am certain that, even if
you used every minute of the four days,
it would not be possible to visit each
exhibitor, although ti would be prohibi-
tively expensive to run the show for
longer.”

Given the size of the show, Stadler
quickly realised she needed a strategy. “I
decided to visit all the stands of the
BETT Awards nominees, who were
marked on the map with gold stars. This
proved to be a good tactic, since these
stands were spread out all over the exhi-
bition space, and I ended up seeing
many of the various areas of the show,
albeit briefly. Whenever I came upon
something that interested me, I simply
introduced myself to the exhibitors and
asked them to demonstrate their product
to me. This would often lead to lengthy
conversations, especially since many peo-
ple I met either had been to or were
planning to visit South Africa, or they
had friends or family who live here!”

Marketing can be magnificent,
but nothing beats a simple good
idea
“I was most impressed by the stands of
companies that went out of their way to
make you notice them,” remarked
Stadler. At the top of her list was Serco,
a company launching its latest product,
the Aspire School Improvement Suite.
“A ‘magician’ caught your attention with
card and sleight-of-hand tricks. Once
you were ‘sucked in’ by his excellent
show, he lured you further with the
prospect of winning a digital photo
frame.

“Another company, Turning Point,
used a tower of cupcakes imprinted with
the company logo with which to lure
potential clients to watch a presentation
on a student-response system.” 

Having the money for branding and
clever marketing is one thing, but, says
Stadler, it was a lone fifth-grade teacher,
Max Schafer, from Los Angeles, who

“I recommend that all schools try to

build a BETT visit into the budget

at least every second year, so as to

keep up with the latest trends in

technology in education.”

Welcome to BETT 2010!
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impressed her most of all. “He was there
to launch his self-devised Maths pro-
gramme, Math Gadgets. He shared a
stand with another company, so there
was not much to see other than his
Apple Mac book on a small table, but
his passion for helping children to con-
quer Maths shone. He had written the
programme for his own class and was
encouraged by his colleagues to launch it
worldwide. He had taken leave from
school to come to BETT – obviously on
a shoestring budget. His programme was
good and definitely could have merit in
the classroom, and he had come up with
a novel way of selling his programme –
not on a CD or DVD, but on a USB
stick shaped as a little robot. Kids would
love this! It was impossible not be
enthused by his passion.”

Awards bring home which prod-
ucts would work in SA
Products that impressed the BETT
hosts and judges were richly awarded,
reported Stadler. “The Awards dinner
was like a mini Oscar’s ceremony – com-
plete with comedian host and all! As
guests of UK Trade & Investment, we
attended a pre-dinner drinks party and
then moved into the venue where the
awards were being held.” 

Whilst they did not garner top hon-
ours, finalists Mantra Lingua caught
Stadler’s eye. “Their recorder pen is an
interesting device which brings to life
sounds and songs found on the printed
page in multiple languages. It’s a poten-
tially useful tool for teaching a second or
third language at pre-primary or junior
school level.”

According to Stadler, technology in
the classroom promotes interactivity,
instead of distancing the pupil from the
subject. “Most stands promoted some
kind of touch-screen technology or per-
sonal-response system, each with its own
merits and special features. With most
children being visual learners, surely this
is the way forward?”

Stadler was also interested in the clip
banks and video libraries on offer. “With
the current high cost of connectivity and
bandwidth in South Africa – especially
when it comes to downloading images
and videos – it might be worth looking
into what these companies have to offer.
What better way to liven up a boring
lesson, than to be able to show a video

clip or play a sound recording?”
A further discovery for Stadler was

that every school in the UK and Wales
has incorporated learning platforms or
VLE (Virtual Learning Environment).
These are web-based whole-school
management systems incorporating all
aspects of a school, such as administra-
tion, the curriculum with online access
for the pupils, teacher areas, pupil areas
and parent portals where parents can
track their children’s progress from
home, by logging into the school’s VLE.
“Some South African independent
schools have developed their own in-
house school management systems, but
the UK companies made it all look so
seamless and professional.”

Better at BETT the second 
time around
Stadler said she would jump at the
chance to visit BETT again. “Having
survived the initial experience, I would
return to look at specific technologies. I
recommend that all schools try to build a
BETT visit into the budget, at least
every second year, so as to keep up with
the latest trends in technology in educa-
tion. Better still; send a team, so that a
wider range of products can be seen.”

Her visit has also re-energised her
work at school. “ICT is not about stick-
ing a child in front of a computer and
teaching her to type. It is about making
use of all the technologies around us,
such as digital cameras, cell phones,
camcorders and laptops to stimulate
learning. My message to other teachers
is, ‘Open your eyes, embrace technology
and make sure you are abreast of the lat-
est trends, even if it is just to engage in a
conversation with your pupils, regardless
of whether or not ICT is your field of
interest’.”

A visit to BETT could also act as an
incentive for those teachers who are
embracing technology at grassroots level,
believes Stadler. “And further down the
line, I’d love to see a show of this nature
in South Africa.” 

Stadler is also full of praise for her
UK Trade and Investment hosts. “The
team treated us with warmth and friend-
liness and their organisation was superb.
I’d also like to thank Independent
Education’s Mike Carvalho for this
wonderful opportunity. It was truly an
experience of a lifetime.” �

Karen Stadler can be contacted

at karens@elkanah.co.za

“Open your eyes, embrace

technology and make sure you are

abreast of the latest trends.”

Mantra Lingua was one of the stand holders that caught Karen Stadler’s attention


